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NEPAL’S UPDATED CUSTOMS REGULATIONS FOR TRAVELLERS

The tourism sector of Nepal is regulated by the country’s customs 
regulations, which help streamline travel, ensure smooth entry and 
exit, and to build confidence among international and returning 
travelers. These rules define which goods can be brought into or 
taken out of the country, specifying which items are exempt from 
customs duties and which are not. The government of Nepal has 
updated provisions that outline exemptions and responsibilities for 
various categories of travelers, including Nepali citizens working 
abroad, non-resident Nepalis, and foreign visitors. By classifying 
goods and detailing the relevant customs procedures, these 
regulations aim to promote transparency, reduce confusion, and 
enhance the overall travel experience.

Exercising the powers conferred by Sub-section (3) of 
Section 13 of the Customs and Excise Act, 2081, the Government 
of Nepal has issued an official notice regarding the personal-use 
items that passengers entering or departing Nepal are permitted 
to carry. This notice came into effect on 15th Jestha, 2082 BSBy 
clearly defining the types, values, and conditions of goods that are 
either allowed or restricted, this notice will help all categories of 
passengers navigate airport customs procedures more smoothly 
and avoid confusion regarding duty obligations.

Essential Customs Info for Foreign Visitors
Clear and flexible customs regulations are vital for ensuring a 
positive and memorable experience for foreign travelers visiting 
Nepal. To support this, customs duties and allowances specify 
which items foreign passengers can carry duty-free and the 
amount of money they can bring into the country.

Foreign passengers arriving or departing on international 
flights are allowed to bring certain personal-use items without 
paying customs duties. These include one pair of binoculars; 
one tablet or laptop, one video camera, and one camera; one 
music system set; clothes, bedding, furniture, and old household 
items; one baby stroller and one tricycle; one bicycle; one clock; 
one cellular mobile phone; and gold and silver ornaments, as 
well as professional tools within limits specified in the Customs 
Tariff Act. Professional tools permitted include one set necessary 
for the traveler’s occupation, such as doctors bringing medical 
instruments required for their duties.

Regarding consumable goods, foreign passengers with a 
valid passport may bring duty-free alcohol up to one liter or one 
can of beer; tobacco products up to 200 cigarettes, 50 cigars, or 
250 grams of tobacco; medicines worth up to NPR 10,000 that 
exclude prohibited medicines; food items worth up to NPR 5,000, 
including canned foods; and fresh fruits worth up to NPR 2,000.

Many foreign travelers purchase goods while visiting Nepal. 
They are allowed to take or send goods purchased in Nepal as 



gifts without a license, provided they can prove that the foreign 
currency exchange was made through an authorized bank or 
dealer. They may carry or send goods worth up to NPR 500,000, 
excluding prohibited items. This limit is waived if a tax invoice is 
provided for VAT-subjected goods or an invoice with a Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) for non-VAT goods.

To support tourism activities, passengers entering Nepal 
by air or land may carry up to USD 5,000 or the equivalent 
in foreign currency without declaring it. Amounts exceeding 
this must be declared at customs, including traveler’s checks or 
authorization letters.

Limited Duty-Free Provisions for Land Travelers
Nepal shares borders with India and China, making cross-border 
tourism a common occurrence. However, travelers entering Nepal 
by land are generally not eligible for the customs exemptions 
and facilities granted to those arriving via international flights. 
According to customs guidelines, the duty-free concessions 
outlined in official notices apply exclusively to air travelers, while 
most benefits are not extended to those crossing the border by foot 
or road. That said, there is a limited exception for land travelers: if a 
person carries personal-use items valued up to NPR 100, customs 
officers may allow these goods to pass without charging duty, 
provided a valid justification is presented. This small concession 
ensures that essential low-value personal belongings are not 
unnecessarily taxed at border crossings, facilitating smoother travel 
for those entering Nepal by land.

Understanding Customs Rules for Non-Resident 
Nepalis
Non-Resident Nepalis (NRNs) visiting Nepal are entitled to 
specific customs rights when entering or exiting the country. If 
they can provide valid proof of their non-resident status, NRN 
passengers are eligible for customs facilities similar to those 
granted to Nepali citizens residing in Nepal.

As specified in Sub-sections (1), (3), and (4) of Section 1 and 
Section 2 of the customs regulation, NRNs can bring personal-
use items such as used clothing, electronic devices, assistive 
equipment, and limited quantities of gold or silver ornaments 
without paying customs duty. Additionally, those who have worked 

abroad for at least six consecutive months may send such goods 
by courier or postal services duty-free, either before or after their 
return.

Items like televisions, new mobile phones, and tools required 
for professional use may also be brought in, though they may 
be subject to applicable customs duties. Furthermore, NRNs 
traveling abroad are allowed to export personal-use goods and 
gifts worth up to NPR 50,000 without duty, provided that valid 
documentation, such as tax invoices or PAN-verified receipts, is 
submitted. These provisions help facilitate smoother travel and 
ensure fair treatment for NRNs under Nepal’s customs framework.

Permitted Professional Gear for Incoming 
Specialists
Nepal welcomes not only tourists but also a wide range of 
professionals such as doctors, photographers, researchers, 
musicians, and athletes who travel to the country for work-
related purposes. To accommodate their professional needs, the 
government of Nepal has introduced specific customs provisions 
that allow specialists to bring essential tools and equipment 
without unnecessary barriers. Professionals are permitted to carry 
one set of tools necessary for performing their work. For instance, 
doctors and physicians may bring medical instruments and 
essential medicines required for their duties. Musicians and singers 
are allowed to carry their musical instruments, while athletes may 
bring sports equipment related to their game. Similarly, specialists 
in other fields, such as researchers, may bring commonly used 
devices and tools relevant to their profession. These regulations 
aim to support professional travelers by ensuring they can continue 
their work effectively while in Nepal.

Nepal’s updated customs regulations play a pivotal role in 
enhancing the travel experience, supporting tourism, and easing 
the movement of goods for both foreign visitors and Nepali 
citizens. By clearly outlining what personal-use items are duty-
free, what exemptions apply to specific traveller categories, such 
as migrant workers, NRNs, or land border crossers, and what 
documentation is required, these rules foster greater transparency 
and consistency at customs checkpoints. Understanding these 
guidelines makes entry or exit smooth, promotes lawful travel, and 
supports Nepal’s image as tourist-friendly.

POWERING LOCAL HOTEL 
CHAINS: THE BACKBONE OF 
NEPAL’S TOURISM
Nepal’s hotel industry is supported by both national and 
international hotel chains, each contributing its unique 
character to the country’s diverse hospitality landscape. While 
international hotel brands bring global recognition, established 
networks, and standardized services, local hotel chains offer 
something deeply valuable: authentic Nepali culture, traditional 
hospitality, and personalized guest experiences rooted in the 
country’s heritage. Local hotel chains carry the essence of 
Nepalese identity, showcasing regional aesthetics, cuisine, and 
customs. As these homegrown establishments begin to flourish 
and expand, they face a range of challenges, from limited 
investment and infrastructure to the lack of strong promotional 
platforms and government support.

With the growing presence of international hotel chains in 
Nepal, local brands mustn’t be sidelined. Instead, they should be 
given equal opportunities to thrive. Policies that offer incentives, 
investment support, and streamlined processes for establishing 
new properties should apply not only to international entrants but 
also to domestic hotel chains.



Mr. Laxman Neupane
Chairman of the Siddhartha Hotels & 
Resorts

Mr. Rajan Sakya
CEO of the Kathmandu Guest House 
Group

Mr. Biplab Paudel
Executive Director of the Hotel Barahi 
Group

Over the years, I’ve witnessed significant 
changes in how Nepal’s hotel industry 
connects with our culture and evolving 
traveler expectations. While many areas 
once needed improvement, there has been 
real progress. Nepal’s identity lies in its 
warm hospitality, and our services must 
always reflect that unique charm. The 
recent recognition of the hotel industry 
as part of the industrial sector, along with 
benefits like lower electricity rates and tax 
relief, is a positive step forward. However, 
similar support should be extended to 
other tourism-linked sectors. Especially 
in rural areas, subsidies, easier loans, 
and better infrastructure are absolutely 
essential. As hospitality becomes more 
investment-focused, tangible and long-
term government support is key. We also 
need to improve our digital presence and 
spotlight lesser-known destinations across 
all regions. Strengthening national hotel 
networks can lead to a more sustainable, 
inclusive future for Nepal’s hospitality 
landscape.

The development of local hotel chains in 
Nepal depends on various factors: location, 
architecture, and regional uniqueness. 
Highlighting local culture, cuisine, and 
design can create memorable experiences 
and set hotels apart. While international 
chains bring visibility and standards, they 
often receive better incentives like tax 
exemptions and lower duties. Our local 
hotels, however, create jobs, retain income 
within Nepal, and deserve similar support. 
The government should encourage rural 
hotel development through subsidies 
and accessible loans. Promoting tourism 
in lesser-known regions with cultural 
events, fairs, and seminars can boost 
local hospitality businesses. It’s also 
important that national and international 
organizations host events in small and 
mid-sized local hotels, not just major ones. 
With a more inclusive, creative approach 
and targeted support, Nepal’s local hotel 
sector can thrive and play a key role in 
sustainable tourism development in near 
future. 
 

I believe the development of local hotel 
chains in Nepal is moving forward, but 
progress remains incomplete, especially 
after the COVID pandemic. The entire 
hotel sector, both local and international, 
is still recovering from setbacks. One 
major challenge is the oversupply of 
hotels with insufficient guests, creating 
an unsustainable and highly competitive 
market. Another growing concern is the 
loss of skilled manpower, as many trained 
workers continue to seek employment 
abroad, which affects service quality and 
long-term growth. Current government 
support still falls short of the industry’s 
evolving needs. To truly promote tourism 
and related businesses, we must first 
improve core infrastructure like roads and 
airways. I appreciate the continued efforts 
of the Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) 
to advocate for the sector’s needs and 
problems, but more consistent national 
priority and investment in tourism are 
essential to sustainably uplift local hotel 
chains and the overall industry. 

Mr. Rahul Shakya
Managing Director of the Ace Hotels

Over the past decade, Nepal’s local hotel chains have shown impressive growth, 
expanding from single properties into small chains with improved professionalism, 
design, and service aligned with international standards. However, visibility remains 
a major challenge. Local brands struggle against international franchises with global 
recognition, strong online presence, and loyalty programs. Key issues include limited 
digital reach, inconsistent service standards, and workforce retention, as many trained 
staff leave for overseas jobs. To overcome this, local hotels must build a strong identity 
rooted in authentic Nepali hospitality, invest in staff training, and standardize operations. 
Strengthening digital presence through websites, social media, and OTA partnerships is 
vital. Collaboration among local chains and cross-promotion, and shared loyalty programs 
can amplify impact. The Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) and similar organizations hold 
significant influence and can be key facilitators in this growth process.



Mr. CN Pandey
Director of the Landmark Group

I believe local and national hotel chains embody Nepal’s rich culture, traditions, and 
heritage. These domestic brands often highlight traditional themes, offering guests an 
authentic Nepali hospitality experience. While local chains are progressing well and 
sometimes compete with international brands, the latter enjoy advantages like global 
networks and wider exposure. To accelerate growth, national hotel chains need better 
policies, targeted investments, modern technology, and easier access to financing. 
Addressing challenges like technological gaps, limited capital, infrastructure, and 
workforce training is crucial. Our hospitality education must evolve to meet global 
standards. International chains have contributed valuable systems and opportunities, but 
stronger collaboration between local and international players could significantly boost 
tourism. Government policies that genuinely support local hotels are essential to ensure 
their sustainable development and long-term success.

Moreover, the current concentration of hotels in urban centers 
has created an imbalance in tourism distribution. Encouraging 
the development of hospitality establishments in rural and 
lesser-known regions can help diversify Nepal’s tourism offerings. 
This would not only empower local hospitality economies but 
also attract travelers seeking authentic, off-the-beaten-path 

experiences. Ultimately, the success of Nepal’s tourism sector lies 
in a balanced ecosystem, where both international and local hotel 
chains grow side by side, each complementing and uplifting the 
other. With the right strategic support and innovative approach, 
local hotel chains can elevate Nepal’s global image while preserving 
its unique identity and legacy

HAN BHAKTAPUR NEWLY 
ELECTED PRESIDENT KRITAN 
AWAL: A VISION FOR 
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND 
HOSPITALITY
Expressing both pride and a deep sense of responsibility in his 
new role as the newly elected President of the Hotel Association 
Nepal (HAN) Bhaktapur, Mr. Kritan Awal made it clear that fo-
cused planning and local collaboration are essential to strength-
ening Bhaktapur’s tourism sector.

“To begin with, we are organizing orientations and 
workshops to plan for the future and improve the effectiveness 
of our initiatives,” he shared. One of the most pressing issues, 
according to Mr. Awal, is the short duration of tourist stays 
in Bhaktapur. “Most visitors arrive during the day and leave 
before nightfall. This trend needs to be reversed. We must make 
Bhaktapur just as appealing at night as it is during the day—by 
promoting our rich cultural heritage with evening events such as 
music and dance festivals.”

He noted that enhancing nighttime cultural activities would 
encourage longer stays and enrich the visitor experience. However, 
this requires a focus on practical improvements: a stable electricity 
supply, clean and safe public spaces, and proper management of 
stray animals.

“Bhaktapur is unique in its charm, history, and heritage. But 
we need to conserve and protect this legacy,” he added. “Issues 
such as sanitation and noise pollution need immediate attention. 
We’ve launched several initiatives and awareness campaigns to 
tackle problems like inadequate public toilets near heritage sites in 
past days.” Promotion also needs to be more robust and strategic. 
“We’re lagging behind in implementing some essential solutions. 
There must be better utilization of entry fees, careful planning 
of promotional campaigns, and budgeting based on realistic 
assessments,” he said.

Discussing the tourism and hospitality sector more broadly, 

Mr. Awal observed that while the number of hotels and homestays 
in Bhaktapur is quite sufficient, tourist arrivals have not kept pace. 
“Post-pandemic recovery has been slow. Now, the industry must 
focus on sustainability, innovation, and effective promotion to 
survive and thrive.”

One promising idea being explored is the concept of 
“cross-culture, cross-city, cross-country” tourism. “This involves the 
exchange of tourists between regions or even countries to diversify 
experiences and promote mutual growth,” Mr. Awal explained. 
“Such initiatives require collaborative planning, proper execution, 
and joint efforts among municipalities and tourism authorities.”

There are four municipalities in the Bhaktapur district, 
and Mr. Awal advocates for full cooperation among them. “We 
plan to host a series of consistent and high-quality events—food 

“Bhaktapur’s richness isn’t lost; 
it just needs consistent 

storytelling and presence.”



HOTEL ASSOCIATION NEPAL'S 
SUGGESTIONS ON MONETARY 
POLICY TO THE GOVERNOR
The Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) has consistently advocated 
for the concerns faced by hotels and various hospitality estab-
lishments during engagements with high-level government 
bodies. On 23 June 2025, a delegation from HAN met with 
Nepal Rastra Bank Governor Dr. Bishwanath Poudel to extend 
their congratulations and to present recommendations for the 
effective implementation of the programs announced in the 
national budget for the fiscal year 2082/83, particularly those 
concerning the tourism and hotel industry. The delegation also 
emphasized the need for supportive policies in the forthcoming 
monetary policy to foster the overall growth and development 
of the tourism and hospitality sector. On this occasion, HAN 
President Mr. Binayak Shah highlighted pressing issues such as 
loan repayment management, restrictions on foreign currency 
exchange, challenges linked to the use of online platforms, and 
the associated risks facing the industry.

Request for Flexible Loan Repayment
The hotel industry requires significant investment and financing 
to upgrade and remain sustainable in the country. However, it 
continues to face various challenges that hinder its potential 
growth. On this occasion, HAN President Mr. Binayak Shah 
urged the introduction of a provision that allows businesses 
to repay loan principal and interest based on their financial 
capacity, similar to the provisions offered to special industries. 
He emphasized that rising direct and indirect operational costs, 
poor infrastructure management, and an oversupply of hotel 
rooms relative to demand have made it increasingly difficult for 
hoteliers to meet regular loan and interest payments. 

The suggestion letter highlights that the Government of 
Nepal has already recognized the hotel sector as an industry of 
national importance by granting it national priority status, along 
with exemptions and facilities typically provided to special and 
manufacturing industries. In light of this recognition, the letter 
urges the government to adopt an incentive-driven policy for the 
hotel industry, widely regarded as the backbone of the tourism 
sector, by ensuring that interest rates on priority loans do not 
exceed one percent above the base rate. Providing such flexibility 
would offer much-needed relief to struggling businesses and help 
preserve jobs, investments, and long-term viability within the 
tourism sector.

Policy Recommendations for Efficient US Dollar 
Use
As Nepal’s hospitality sector expands its international foot-
print, effective management of foreign currency has become 
crucial. Chairman Mr. Binayak Shah of the Hotel Association 
Nepal (HAN) has brought attention to significant challenges 
hotels face regarding the use of US dollars. He noted that hotels 
currently encounter delays in accessing US dollar accounts due 
to the requirement of multiple approvals and recommendations 
from government agencies. To simplify this process and im-
prove operational efficiency, he proposed expanding the scope 
of US dollar top-ups based on a hotel’s category. Furthermore, 
he suggested issuing prepaid or credit dollar cards in the name 
of hotels to facilitate easier international transactions. Accord-
ing to him, these steps would greatly ease the financial burden 
on hotels engaged in global operations.

festivals, music and dance performances, and cultural showcases—
throughout the week, both during the day and at night. The goal is 
to ensure that no matter when a tourist visits, they can experience 
the vibrancy of Bhaktapur.”

Importantly, Mr. Awal emphasized the need to prioritize 
quality over quantity in tourism projects. “We will focus on a 
limited number of impactful projects, ensuring visible results 
through the commitment of all stakeholders.”

Addressing a broader concern, he reflected on the growing 
trend of youth migration. “Many young people are leaving Nepal, 
believing there are no opportunities here. But the tourism sector 
holds immense potential if approached with creativity and 
sustainability. Unfortunately, there’s a tendency to follow trends 
blindly instead of innovating and planning strategically. This 
results in unhealthy competition, where businesses lower prices 
rather than improve quality.”

In conclusion, Mr. Awal stated, “There’s still much to be 
done, and while we face challenges, there are also countless 
opportunities. Success will depend on our collective commitment, 
smart planning, collaboration, and proper execution.”



Another pressing concern raised by Mr. Shah relates to the 
foreign exchange limits imposed on tourists. While visitors 
are permitted to bring up to USD 5,000 into Nepal, they are 
restricted to exchanging only USD 300 at a time. This limitation 
is impractical for high-end tourists staying in luxury hotels and 
needs urgent revision to better cater to the spending patterns of 
premium international travelers. By addressing these currency 
management challenges and adopting flexible policies, Nepal 
can not only enhance the efficiency of its hotel industry but 
also attract and accommodate a larger share of affluent global 
tourists.

Multicurrency Acceptance for Tourism 
Sustainability
In addition to challenges with US dollar transactions, the 
widespread use of online booking platforms has introduced 
new currency-related issues for Nepal’s hospitality industry. Mr. 
Shah pointed out that while Indian and Nepali citizens pay for 
hotel bookings on online platforms in their local currencies, 
the platforms must pay their commissions in US dollars. This 
currency mismatch places additional financial strain on hotels. 
To resolve this, he advocated for a more 
flexible and equitable currency policy that addresses these 
challenges.

To further boost regional tourism, Chairman Mr. Shah 
recommended implementing policies that permit the acceptance 
of convertible regional currencies. With rising interest from 
SAARC countries like Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, enabling tourists 
to pay in Bangladeshi taka or Sri Lankan rupees could significantly 
increase the number of regional visitors. “If tourists from these 
countries are allowed to pay in their native currencies,” he said, 
“we could potentially double the number of regional visitors.” 

He also urged for easier access to foreign exchange 
transactions for Nepali hospitality businesses, especially those 
aiming to expand internationally. Facilitating outward expansion 
would not only elevate Nepal’s hotel industry on the global stage 
but also contribute positively to the country’s tourism growth. 
Adopting currency flexibility and regional payment options will 
make Nepal a more accessible and welcoming destination for 
neighboring countries.

Advocating Eco-Tourism as a National 
Priority
As global travel trends shift toward sustainability, Nepal has 
a unique opportunity to lead the way through eco-tourism. 
Chairman Mr. Shah urged the government to formally recog-
nize eco-tourism-based hotels and resorts as national priority 
industries, enabling them to access incentives and support 
mechanisms essential for long-term sustainability. He stressed 
the importance of integrating eco-tourism promotion into the 
government's policies, programs, and annual budget planning 
to align with the goals of sustainable development and reduced 
carbon emissions.

To further support this vision, he proposed that the 
government provide low-interest loans to hotels for the purchase 
of electric vehicles for guest transportation, as well as for energy-
efficient electrical appliances widely used in kitchens and daily 
operations. These measures would not only contribute in reducing 
the industry’s overall environmental impact but also make 
green technologies more competitive and accessible within the 
hospitality sector. By giving eco-tourism the recognition and policy 
support it truly deserves, Nepal can position itself as a responsible 
tourism leader while fostering inclusive economic growth, 
environmental protection, and greater international appeal.



Addressing Digital Gaps in Tourism
The digital transformation of Nepal’s tourism sector is facing 
setbacks due to regulatory barriers and increasing concerns 
over cyber threats, affecting the overall performance of the 
hospitality industry. During this occasion, the Hotel Associ-
ation Nepal (HAN) has voiced concerns over these chal-
lenges. It was clarified that under current provisions, hotels 
registered with the Department of Tourism cannot renew 
their licenses without first completing an Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA). Without this renewal, they are also 
unable to obtain the foreign exchange operating license from 
Nepal Rastra Bank. This has created a situation where even 
some star-rated hotels, though still in operation, are techni-
cally not compliant, resulting in their disqualification from 
accessing critical financial services such as foreign currency 
transactions.

This regulatory disconnect has wider implications. As 
hotels remain unable to renew registrations or obtain necessary 
licenses, their contributions to foreign exchange earnings, 
employment generation, and tourism services go unrecorded. 
Consequently, the hotel and tourism sector is deprived of the 
facilities, incentives, and recognition it rightfully deserves from 

the state. In addition, Chairman Mr. Binayak Shah highlighted the 
rising risks associated with digital platforms. He emphasized that 
cybersecurity is a growing concern and urged Nepalese banks to 
strengthen their collaboration with hotels to ensure secure and 
reliable online operations.

A specific concern was also raised regarding Nepal’s online 
visa application system. Currently, foreign tourists can fill out the 
visa application form online, but are unable to make payments 
in foreign currency, a serious limitation that undermines 
the convenience and credibility of the digital visa system. 
Addressing this issue is crucial for enhancing Nepal’s image as a 
technologically competent and tourist-friendly destination. As 
Nepal embraces digital transformation in tourism, it must also 
ensure that regulations are aligned, systems are secure, and the 
user experience is seamless.

On that occasion, Governor Dr. Bishwanath Poudel 
expressed positive assurances to the delegation from the HAN. He 
acknowledged the concerns raised and conveyed his commitment 
to considering these recommendations in upcoming policy 
formulations. This dialogue marks a promising step toward 
fostering a more supportive environment for Nepal’s tourism and 
hospitality sectors.

HAN HONORED BY MINISTRY OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) has been actively conducting 
numerous training and vocational programs to uplift the tour-
ism and hospitality industry. Through its dedicated efforts to 
enhance skills and professionalism, HAN has played a vital role 
in strengthening the workforce.

In a significant recognition of its contributions to vocational 
education and training, Hotel Association Nepal was awarded 
a Certificate of Honor during the Skill Festival 2082, held in 
Hetauda, Bagmati Province. The festival aimed to promote 
inclusive and sustainable employment through skill development, 
with a focus on the technical and vocational sectors.

Hotel Association Nepal was honored for its remarkable 
participation in the symbolic programs and exhibitions held 
during the festival. The association’s active engagement played 
a pivotal role in supporting the identification, promotion, and 

visibility of technical education and vocational training providers 
within the province’s social development landscape.

 This recognition not only highlights the association’s 
dedication to workforce development but also underscores its 
commitment to expanding skill-based employment opportunities 
in Nepal’s hospitality industry. It reflects HAN’s continuous efforts 
to bridge the gap between education and practical industry needs. 
By fostering collaborations and promoting inclusive training 
programs, the association is helping to create a more competent 
and competitive hospitality workforce across the country.

Officials from the Ministry of Social Development praised 
the association’s continued efforts and expressed optimism for 
future collaboration on initiatives that aim to empower Nepal’s 
workforce through inclusive, practical training programs.



NEPAL’S INTERNATIONAL AIR ROUTES & AIRLINES

Country International Airlines Airport Destination Nepal-Based 
Airlines

India

Spice Jet Ltd. 

Indira Gandhi International Airport New Delhi Nepal Airlines
Air India

Indigo Aviation

Indigo Aviation Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Air-
port Kolkata -

Air India Express Ltd. -

Air India Express Ltd. Kempegowda International Airport Bengaluru Nepal Airlines

- Lal Bahadur Shastri International Airport Varanasi Buddha Air

- Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport Mumbai Nepal Airlines

China

China Eastern Airlines Kunming International Airport Kunming -

Sichuan Airlines Chengdu Tianfu International Airport Chungdu -

Air China
Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport Guangzhou

-

China Southern Airlines -

- Qingdao International Airport Qingdao Himalaya Airlines

-  Chongqing Jiangbei International Airport  Chongqing

- Lhasa Gonggar Airport Lhasa

Bhutan
Druk Air (Royal Bhutan)

Paro International Airport Paro
-

Bhutan Airline (Tashi Air) -

Sri Lanka Sri Lankan Airlines Bandaranaike International Airport Colombo -

Bangladesh Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport Dhaka Himalaya Airlines

Qatar Qatar Airways Hamad International Airport Doha
Himalaya Airlines 

Nepal Airlines

UAE

Air Arabia Sharjah International Airport Sharjah -

Air Arabia Abu Dhabi Abu Dhabi International Airport Abu Dhabi -

Fly Dubai Dubai International Airport Dubai
Himalaya Airlines

Nepal Airlines

Malaysia
Malaysia Airlines

Kuala Lumpur International Airport Kuala Lumpur Himalaya Airlines
Batik Air (Malindo Air)

Saudi Arabia
- King Fahd International Airport  Dammam Himalaya Airlines 

- Nepal Airlines

- King Khalid International Airport Riyadh Himalaya Airlines

Kuwait
Jazeera Airways

Kuwait International Airport
Kuwait Himalaya Airlines

Kuwait Airways

Thailand Thai Airways Suvarnabhumi International Airport Bangkok Nepal Airlines

Thai Lion Air
Don Mueang International Airport

-

Thai Air Asia -

Singapore Singapore Airlines Singapore Changi Airport  Singapore -

Hongkong Cathay Pacific Airways  Hong Kong International Airport Hongkong Nepal Airlines

South Korea Korean Air Incheon International Airport Seoul -

Turkey Turkish Airlines  Atatürk Airport Istanbul -

Japan - Narita International Airport Tokyo Nepal Airlines



‘JAUN HAI POKHARA’ 
CAMPAIGN COMPLETED 
ACROSS PROVINCES
This year’s Jaun Hai Pokhara campaign has officially concluded 
with an interaction program held in Hetauda, Makawanpur. 
Speaking at the closing event on Thursday, Mr. Aman Kumar 
Maskey, Bagmati Province's Minister for Physical Infrastructure 
Development, described Jaun Hai Pokhara as an exemplary 
campaign for the tourism sector. He emphasized that such 
initiatives can help create an environment where people can 
become self-reliant.

Mr. Laxman Subedi, coordinator and organizer of the 
campaign as well as President of the Hotel Association Pokhara 
Nepal, announced that guests visiting Pokhara during the 
upcoming New Year festival, to be celebrated on the banks of 
Fewa Lake, will receive a 20 percent discount at hotels and lodges 
affiliated with the association. He added that the Jaun Hai Pokhara 
campaign aims to connect all seven provinces of the country and 
highlighted how the campaign has helped foster the idea that not 
only foreigners or fair-skinned people, but Nepalis too, can be 
tourists.

During the program, Mr. Kiran Pokharel, Vice President 
of Bandipur Cable Car Pvt. Ltd., shared information about the 
project's current initiatives and outlined the services and facilities 
to be launched soon. Other speakers included Mr. Shankar Lal 
Shrestha, President of Hotel Association Makawanpur; tourism 
expert Mr. Dipendra Pahari; and Vice President of the Organizing 
Association, Mr. Ganesh Raj Pahari.

Earlier, a similar program was organized in Bardibas, 
Mahottari, where tourism destinations and potential in the region 
were discussed. Speaking on the occasion, Madhesh Province’s 
Minister for Industry, Commerce, and Tourism, Mr. Shakil Ali 
Miyan, pledged to hold consultations with tourism entrepreneurs 
and relevant organizations to gather input and suggestions for the 
upcoming provincial budget. Other speakers included Member 
of Parliament Ms. Sharada Devi Thapa; campaign organizer and 
President of the Organizing Association, Mr. Laxman Subedi; 
tourism expert Mr. Dipendra Pahari; NATHM’s Mr. Shivendra 
Malik; hotel professionals Mr. Gunj Karki and Mr. Hira Gautam; 
and Vice President of the Organizing Association, Mr. Ganesh Raj 
Pahari.

Launched by the association two decades ago to promote 
domestic tourism, the Jaun Hai Pokhara campaign began on 

Falgun 18 and concluded on Falgun 22. The first program was 
held in Janakpur, Dhanusha, followed by events in Birtamod, 
Jhapa, and Itahari, Sunsari. During the campaign, which was 
previously promoted in collaboration with the Nepal Tourism 
Board, President Mr. Subedi had invited residents of these regions 
to participate in the New Year festival in Pokhara.

The Visit Pokhara Year 2025, announced by Pokhara 
Metropolitan City, was also discussed throughout the campaign. 
The program in Hetauda was moderated by Ms. Parbati Pandey, 
Secretary of the Association. With its successful conclusion, 
the Jaun Hai Pokhara campaign has once again reaffirmed the 
importance of domestic tourism and the collective efforts needed 
to promote Pokhara as a must-visit destination for all visitors. 
SOURCE: ARTHIK AWAJ

HOTEL ASSOCIATION 
NEPAL’S REVISED STATUTE 
APPROVED BY THE DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
In a significant step toward institutional modernization, the 
Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) has officially updated its statute 
to align with Nepal’s federal governance structure. The statute 
of the HAN has been updated over time under the Associ-
ations Registration Act 2034 of the Government of Nepal. 
With the country having transitioned to a federal structure, 
it became necessary to align the association’s statute with this 
new governance system. The Statute Amendment Committee 
studied existing rules and regulations, as well as the statutes and 
operational frameworks of similar federations both domestically 
and internationally. The committee also gathered feedback and 
suggestions from stakeholders nationwide and incorporated rel-
evant amendments made over time. The Executive Committee 
endorsed the proposal to amend the statute and unanimously 
passed it during the 49th Annual General Meeting held on 2 
Magh 2081.

In line with this, although the regional chapters of the Hotel 
Association Nepal are based in various districts under different 
provinces, the revised statute ensures the association’s presence in 
all seven provinces and seventy-seven districts, in alignment with 
the federal structure. Thus, the amended statute formalizes the 
Hotel Association Nepal—the national umbrella body of hotels 
and resorts with members across the country—as a provincial 
and district-level organization. The revised statute was officially 
approved by the District Administration Office, Kathmandu, 
on 30 Jestha 2082 B.S. This approval marks a new chapter 
in strengthening the association's representation and reach, 
ensuring it remains relevant and responsive in Nepal’s evolving 
administrative landscape.



Hotel Association Nepal (HAN),  
P.O. Box: 2151, Subarna Shamsher Marg, 
Gairidhara, Kathmandu, Nepal,
Tel No : +977-1-4512705, 4510288,  
Email: han@ntc.net.np,  
Website : hotelassociationnepal.org.np

NEA INITIATES HOTEL 
RECLASSIFICATION UNDER 
INDUSTRIAL CATEGORY
Following the government’s announcement in the fiscal year’s 
budget that hotels will be recognized as industries, the Nepal 
Electricity Authority (NEA) has sent a letter to the Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (ERC) to reclassify hotels under the 
industrial category. Hoteliers have long demanded that hotels be 
recognized as industries. In response, the government revised 
the classification, acknowledging the sector’s specific needs and 
its positive contribution to the national economy.

Accordingly, NEA leadership has formally written to the 
regulatory body, requesting that billing for hotels follow the 
new rate structure starting from mid-Ashad. “After the budget 
announced the recognition of hotels as an industry, we have 
already sent a letter to the ERC to change the classification 
accordingly,” said NEA Executive Director Mr. Hitendradev 
Shakya. Until now, hotels have fallen under the commercial 
category. The ERC should now remove them from that category 
and place them in the industrial category. NEA has already 
initiated the necessary process.”

Once hotels are reclassified as industrial entities, their 
electricity rate will drop to Rs 8 per unit, compared to the current 
Rs 12 per unit. Previously, hotels did not receive any electricity 
discounts. With this reclassification, the Commission is expected 
to implement the change, enabling NEA to revise its billing 
accordingly. Had electricity concessions been granted earlier, 
the difference in rates would have had to be compensated by 
the Ministry of Finance. The NEA explained that the ERC had 
to revise the classification due to the lack of such a provision in 
existing policy.

In recent years, Nepal has seen a growing presence of 
international hotel chains. The entry of these foreign brands has 
significantly boosted the national economy. In line with this trend, 
the government has introduced new policy measures to support 
and promote the hotel industry. As the number of international 
chain hotels grows, so does tourist traffic. According to data 
from Nepal Rastra Bank, 5,01,264 tourists visited Nepal between 
January and May this year. However, this figure is slightly lower 
compared to the same period last year, when 5,06,280 tourists 
entered the country.
SOURCE: CAPITAL NEPAL


