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HOSPITALITY SECTOR: ADDRESSING THE UNREGISTERED
HOSPITALITY ESTABLISHMENTS IN NEPAL

Nepal’s hospitality landscape is undergoing a notable
transformation, shaped by changing traveller preferences
and the rapid emergence of diverse lodging options. But
amid this expansion, a critical question persists: Does all the
growing accommodation in the hospitality sector uphold the
same level of service quality? In rural regions, where formal
hotel infrastructure remains sparse, homestays have emerged
as practical, culturally immersive solutions. In urban areas,
platforms like Airbnb have surged in popularity, offering
cheaper accommodations and fewer regulatory checks
and formalities. However, a significant transformation is
underway. Originally meant for infrequent or long-term use,
alternative accommodations like Airbnb are now bringing
in several short-term guests. Designed with high standards
and tailored hospitality services for short-term stays,
hotels are now facing growing disruption from alternative
accommodation models.

Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) First Vice-President
Mr. Prabin B. Pandey underscores a critical truth: for
landlocked Nepal, tourism is a cornerstone of national
development. This reality necessitates the formulation and
enforcement of robust, sector-specific policies, regulations,
and governance mechanisms. A growing concern is the
unchecked rise of unregistered Airbnb operations, which
pose a serious risk to Nepal’s hospitality. While homestays

play a vital role in remote areas, offering both lodging and
authentic cultural exchanges, urban Airbnb is increasingly
attracting short-term travellers without being subject to
the regulatory oversight applied to traditional hotels. This
surge in unregulated accommodation undermines essential
government frameworks for monitoring and tax compliance.
He further draws a sharp analogy: just as driving a car
requires a license, operating a hospitality business should
demand regulatory approval. Hotels meet legal standards to
serve the public; Airbnb hosts should be held to the same
expectations. Without establishing such parity, market share will
inevitably shift, government-backed loans risk misallocation,
and tax revenues will be unfairly diluted. Current estimates
suggest that up to 30% of the hospitality market could be
diverted under these conditions. The disparity in regulation
is stark. Hotels shoulder extensive responsibilities, from VAT
and licensing fees to strict operational and infrastructure
standards. In contrast, apartment rentals typically face only
property tax obligations and operate outside most formal
compliance systems. Beyond its immediate financial impact,
the hotel industry plays a broader role in Nepal’s development,
intersecting with sectors such as healthcare, education, and
technology. Disruptions within the hospitality model resonate
far beyond tourism, potentially reshaping key pillars of the
national economy.



Mr. Tek Br. Mahat, COO of the Hotel Association Nepal
(HAN), highlights the growing disruption caused by short-
term rental platforms within Nepal’s hospitality ecosystem.
Unlike hotels, lodges, and resorts, which are bound by
stringent registration and regulatory frameworks, alternative
accommodations like Airbnb largely operate outside formal
governance structures and non-standardized hospitality
standards and services. These alternative models risk eroding
Nepal’s cultural ethos of hospitality, particularly the revered
principle of Atithi Devo Bhava, the belief that guests are divine.

He further emphasized that traditional hospitality
establishments have invested billions in infrastructure,
employment, and service delivery. They contribute significantly
to national development through strict tax compliance and
standardized guest experiences. In contrast, Airbnb listings
typically offer lower prices, minimal service offerings, and
limited personal interaction, all while circumventing the tax
and regulatory obligations required of formal operators, thus
creating deep distortions in the market landscape. Employment
dynamics also suffer under this distortion. The traditional
hospitality sector is a key employer, generating thousands of
direct and indirect jobs. Airbnb, by comparison, offers limited
employment opportunities while contributing little to public
revenue. It is for these very reasons that several international
cities in Thailand and New York, Paris & Venice have imposed
strict limitations or outright bans on short-term Airbnb
operations.

Mr. Tek also points out the security risks that would
further complicate the picture. Hotels are mandated to maintain
guest records, verify passports, and uphold identification
protocols. In contrast, Airbnb transactions often rely solely on
digital communication with little to no identity verification.
While hotels adhere to unified national regulatory standards,
Airbnb properties are subject to inconsistent oversight by local
governments, with rules varying widely from one jurisdiction
to another. The absence of standardized inspections, legal
frameworks, and physical oversight raises serious security
concerns, potentially allowing these units to become safe havens
for illicit activity.

As Nepal’s tourism sector continues to evolve, striking
a balance between innovation and regulation becomes
imperative. The unchecked rise of unregistered short-
term rental platforms like Airbnb not only disrupts market
equilibrium but also undermines the broader economic
ecosystem that formal hospitality establishments have helped
build. While alternative accommodations can complement
Nepal’s tourism infrastructure, particularly in underserved
rural areas, ensuring a fair, standardized, and secure regulatory
framework is critical. Without decisive governance and policy
enforcement, the long-term sustainability of Nepal’s hospitality
industry hangs in the balance, jeopardizing employment, tax
revenues, investor trust, and the nation’s foundational values
of hospitality. To protect its tourism-driven future, Nepal must
address these disparities with clarity, consistency, and urgency m

VISIT YEAR GORKHA 2025:
DISCOVER NEPAL'S HISTORIC
HEARTLAND

Gorkha stands as a pivotal cornerstone in Nepals history,
where King Prithivi Narayan Shah began the unification of
modern Nepal over 250 years ago. This historic hill district,
renowned as the land of valiant warriors, offers visitors
much more than its rich historical significance. “Visit Year
Gorkha 2025” has been launched to highlight the region’s
remarkable blend of cultural heritage, natural wonders, and
religious monuments.

According to Mr. Ram Prasad Dhital, Secretary
General of the HAN Gandaki Province, the majestic
Gorkha Durbar, the palace fortress where King Prithivi
Narayan Shah established his reign before unifying Nepal,
serves as the centerpiece of Gorkha’s historical attractions
and will be the focal point of the Visit Year campaign.
Visitors can explore numerous historical monuments,
including the Gorkha Museum, housing ancient weapons
and royal artifacts; the Gorakhnath Temple, with its
spiritual significance; and monuments commemorating
kings and queens, transporting visitors to a bygone era.

Beyond its historical treasures, Gorkha offers breath-
taking natural landscapes with spectacular views of Mount
Manaslu, trekking opportunities including the Manaslu
Circuit and Tsum Valley Trek, wonders like Rani Pokhari and
Dudh Pokhari, and the beginning of trails that connect to
the Manang district. Gorkhass religious sites attract pilgrims
and cultural enthusiasts, with Manakamana Temple already
established as a powerful pilgrimage destination and the tra-
ditional Fulpati ceremony during Dashain, when a procession
of ritualistic offerings from Gorkha is ceremonially carried to
Hanuman Dhoka in Kathmandu.

After the downturn caused by COVID-19, Gorkha
is actively working to revitalize tourism with growing
accommodation options, including hotels, lodges, and
authentic homestays; cultural celebrations and festivals,
including agricultural exhibitions like the Potato Mela;
and collaborative efforts between hotel associations, village
development committees, and municipal organizations.
The campaign launched on Baishakh 11th, highlighting
the district’s commitment to tourism development. With
its perfect blend of historical significance, natural beauty,
and religious importance, Gorkha is positioned to welcome
both domestic and international travelers seeking an
authentic Nepali experience beyond the usual tourist
destinations m



VISIT YEAR BANDIPUR 2025:
NEPAL'S HIDDEN HILLTOP GEM

Bandipur stands as a mesmerizing hilltop settlement with the
title “Queen of Hills,” adorned with ancient temples, vibrant
festivals, and natural wonders, including Nepal’s largest cave,
Siddha Gupha. To elevate this destination while safeguarding its
cultural essence, the “Visit Year Bandipur 2025” initiative has
been launched with comprehensive ambitions.

Visit Year Bandipur Coordinator Mr. Baish Gurung
underscores the campaign’s dual mission: to spotlight Bandipur’s
rich diversity while firmly anchoring cultural preservation at its
core for both Nepali and international travelers. A key highlight
of the initiative is a symbolic padyatra along ancient royal
routes, guiding visitors through traditional homes and hilltop
temples set against stunning landscapes. The program features
immersive expeditions into the magnificent Siddha Gupha cave
system, peaceful explorations through Raniban’s verdant trails,
renowned for their exceptional birdlife and botanical diversity,
alongside numerous hiking and cycling routes. Construction
continues on an ambitious 3-4 km “mini Great Wall” project,
which, upon completion, is anticipated to significantly boost
visitor numbers to the region.

Bandipur’s impressive hospitality infrastructure
encompasses 120 hotels and 12 homestays strategically
distributed throughout the municipality. This comprehensive
network ensures visitors receive exceptional service quality
while experiencing authentic immersion in Nepals rich cultural
traditions. As the calendar of events unfolds throughout
the year, this hospitality foundation provides the essential
infrastructure supporting Bandipur’s showcase of cultural
performances, traditional festivals, and community celebrations.

Throughout the year, visitors to Bandipur will have the
opportunity to savor genuine local cuisine that showcases the
distinct culinary heritage of the Newar, Gurung, and Raudanu

communities. Iconic celebrations like Ropai Jatra in Shrawan
and Dashain’s Fulpati Mela have been enhanced with special
significance, while beloved performance traditions, including
the Karua, Ghatu, and Sarakhi dances from Gurung and Magar
communities, receive dedicated platforms throughout the
celebration.

What makes Bandipur truly captivating are its hillside trails
that pass by charming local dwellings and lead up to sacred
hilltop shrines. The untouched surroundings evoke a deep sense
of nostalgia, immersing visitors in the rich tapestry of local
culture and tradition. The successful collaboration of various
organizations, six wards, and key stakeholders, including the
Hotel Association, Restaurant and Bar Association (REBAN),
Tourism Development Committee, Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, and the Homestay Federation, has been pivotal
in driving this initiative forward. Local groups and residents
are actively participating through awareness campaigns and the
procurement of traditional garments and instruments.

VISIT YEAR POKHARA 2025:
NEPAL'S LAKESIDE PARADISE
AWAITS

Pokhara, renowned for its breathtaking natural beauty, stands as a
jewel among Nepal's tourist destinations. Often called the lakeside
city, it offers spectacular views of the Annapurna Mountain range
alongside numerous serene lakes and religious sites. The campaign
“Jau Hai Pokhara,” meaning Let’s Go to Pokhara, has been launched
to attract both domestic and international visitors to this enchant-
ing destination.

According to Mr. Laxman Subedi, President of the Hotel
Association Pokhara Nepal (HAN), Pokhara, the city has planned
an extensive calendar of events that will be meticulously executed
throughout the year. The city’s seven lakes serve as major attrac-
tions, complemented by sacred temples, including Mahadev,
Pancha Mukhi, and Ganesh temples that showcase the regions
spiritual heritage. The exhilarating balloon festival, colorful dragon
festival, and celebrations of both English and Nepali New Year have
captivated a lot of travelers. Visitors can enjoy a diverse range of
festivities and activities, including challenging cross-country events,
traditional Ropai Jatra, and hiking and sightseeing activities. The
popular food festival features various restaurant stalls showcasing

delectable local and international cuisines. Additionally, the 9th
annual Phewatal Festival was a highlight of this year’s events.

This initiative has already shown remarkable success, with
hotels reporting an unprecedented 95% occupancy rate during the
New Year period. The hospitality establishment holds an 80,000-bed
capacity to accommodate guests with culture-immersed services.
To further incentivize visitors, hotels are offering generous 20% dis-
counts to guests throughout the campaign. This tourism drive rep-
resents a crucial revival phase following the COVID-19 pandemic.

At the inaugural session of Fewa Festival 2082, President Mr.
Binayak Shah said that economic prosperity can only be achieved
through tourism. He stated that tourism-related investments and
brands are increasing in Pokhara, which is a positive aspect.




VISIT YEAR NAGARKOT 2025:
A YEAR OF NATURE, CULTURE,
AND ADVENTURE

Nagarkot is marking a significant milestone with its first-

ever “Visit Year Nagarkot” celebration in 2025. According to
Nagarkot Naldum Tourism Development Committee Chairman
Mr. Nabin Gurung, this ambitious initiative spans the entire
year, showcasing the region’s diverse attractions. The festivities
were officially launched on Baishakh 1st by President of Nepal,
followed by vibrant cultural programs on Baishakh 2nd and
3rd that featured celebrated personalities. The events drew
both local and international tourists, elevating the celebration’s
atmosphere. Indigenous cultural representations from ethnic
groups like Rai and Gurung, alongside displays of local
agricultural products and traditional artifacts, highlighted the
region’s rich cultural heritage.

The calendar is packed with themed monthly events throughout
the year. Jestha will feature a major event i.e. Mount Everest
Day;, Sithi Nakha & Ganga Dussehra, while Asar celebrates
Dhan Diwas on the 15th. Shrawan brings the traditional

kheer ceremony on the 15th, followed by Bhadra’s padhyatra
pilgrimage walks and cycling events. During Dashain in Asoj,
visitors can enjoy kite competitions. Kartik presents “Kuma
Sagar Sajh,” a special music event. Athletic competitions,
including marathons, volleyball, hiking, and rock climbing,

are scheduled for Mangsir. The winter months of Poush

will showcase performances by famous artists. And further
ceremonies would be continuing through Magh and Falgun.
The year-long celebration concludes with a closing ceremony in
Chaitra.

To further entice visitors, a special 10% discount is being
offered on stays and activities throughout the Visit Year.
Various hotels, restaurants, and hospitality establishments will
offer special promotions through dedicated stalls. Tourists

can immerse themselves in the local culture while enjoying
attractions, thrilling adventures including ziplining and jungle
safaris, village tours, and cultural activities. Mr. Nabin Gurung
emphasizes that Nagarkot represents a multifaceted destination
with natural, historical, social, and cultural significance. Its
convenient proximity to Kathmandu makes it accessible to all
types of visitors, with accommodations ranging from hotels to
resorts and lodges catering to diverse preferences and budgets.
“Visit Year Nagarkot” creates a harmonious blend of sports,
cuisine, music, culture, and natural beauty. This comprehensive
tourism initiative represents a collaborative effort, with
Nagarkot serving as the focal point for four municipalities:
Changunarayan, Mandandeupur, Banepa, and Shankharapur.
The Visit Year is being orchestrated through coordination
between the Nagarkot Naldum Tourism Development
Committee, the Bagmati Province government, and the Nepal
Tourism Board, with the primary goal of boosting the state’s
economy through tourism promotion.

NEPAL HERITAGE FOOD
FESTIVAL ORGANIZED IN
BELJING

Hotel Association Nepal and the Embassy of Nepal in Beijing
jointly organized “Nepal Food Festival 2025” at the Embassy
premises on 21 April 2025. The program was organized with an
aim to promote the culinary heritage of Nepal in China on the
auspicious occasion of the 70th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Nepal and China, as well as Visit
Nepal Year 2025 in China.

In a video message by Hon. Dr. Arzu Rana Deuba, Minister

for Foreign Affairs of Nepal, she highlighted Nepal’s vibrant and
diverse culinary heritage and urged people across the world to

visit Nepal to have a first-hand experience of Nepali food culture.

Delivering a welcome remark, H.E. Dr. Krishna Prasad
Oli, Ambassador of Nepal to the People’s Republic of China,
described the richness of authentic Nepali cuisine that is unique
to other parts of the globe. He encouraged the participants to
visit Nepal to enjoy more traditional dishes from Nepal.

Similarly, Mr. Binayak Shah, President of the Hotel
Association Nepal, promoted heritage food in Nepal to help
travelers enjoy the authentic flavors of Nepali dishes. President

Mr. Binayak Shah also highlighted how the festival
successfully showcased the rich and varied cuisines from all
seven provinces of Nepal. While several tourism initiatives
have promoted the country at a national level, this particular
event elevated Nepal’s culinary heritage to the global stage.
The thoughtfully designed décor captured the authentic
ambiance and cultural spirit of Nepal with striking clarity.

Nepal Food Festival 2025
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To encourage deeper cultural engagement, Mr. Binayak
Shah noted that cookbooks were shared with all attendees of the
festival. Although the immediate reach was notable, widespread
media coverage and enthusiastic responses promise to expand
the impact far beyond the event. He expressed hope that such
cultural exchanges would lay a solid foundation for enhancing
bilateral relations and fostering mutual respect and a richer
understanding between the peoples of both nations.

Mr. Xu Peng, Vice Chairman of the World Tourism
Alliance, appreciated the effort of promoting Nepali Food in
China and suggested experiencing Nepali food and its local
customs. Likewise, Mr. Jin Zhan Lin, Vice Secretary General of
the China Association of Travel Services, underscored the need
to strengthen cooperation between the cultural and tourism
industries of Nepal and China.

Mr. Sunil Sharma, Officiating Director of Nepal Tourism,
made a presentation about Nepal as an attractive tourism
destination while emphasizing food culture as a reason to visit
Nepal.

The event featured a gastronomic journey of 22 unique
dishes, covering the entire spectrum of dining, from appetizers
and soups to main courses and desserts. Each dish was a
creative interpretation of traditional Nepali flavors, thoughtfully
tailored to appeal to Chinese tastes. The entire menu was crafted
with precision and passion by Nepali chefs working under
meticulous supervision. Master Chef Shyam Bahadur Tamang
and Hari Devi Shrestha from HAN curated the show.

The wide variety of Nepali delicacies, including Selroti,
MoMo, Yomari, Juju dhau, Kaguniko Sheer, Chatamari,

Choila, Bara, Gundruk, and Mustang aloo, were presented in
the festival. In addition, different Nepali handicraft items like
thangka, statues, pashmina, singing bowls, carpets, jewelry,
etc., Nepali tea, and water were showcased in the program. The
program also featured Nepali cultural performances.

The program was attended by over four hundred
participants, including Chinese government officials, diplomatic

HAN ORGANIZED INTERACTION
PROGRAM

Hotel Association Nepal organized an interaction program

on the proposed Tourism Bill 2081 along with other policy-
related concerns with the International Relations and Tourism
Committee of the House of Parliament on April 28, 2025, at The
Everest Hotel, Baneshwor, Kathmandu.

President Mr. Binayak Shah welcomed the honorable chair
and members of the committee with an introductory spotlight
on the key issues facing the hotel and tourism industry. He also
sought the proactive role of the government and stakeholders
to further develop and promote the huge potential of Nepal’s
tourism by increasing tourists’ numbers by improving tourism-
friendly infrastructure.

Mr. Prabin Bahadur Pandey, 1st Vice President of HAN,
presented the key laws that have impeded the smooth operation
of the hotels. He also requested the committee to help amend
those laws to introduce positive outlook towards the hotel
industry.

At the meeting, most of the 5-star hotel owners/
representatives as well as casino operators were also present. The
participants also expressed their views and commented on the

communities, including the ambassadors from Bolivia, Bulgaria,
India, Japan, Sri Lanka, and Panama; members of the World
Tourism Alliances, the China Association of Travel Services,
travel and tour companies, Nepali and Chinese communities,
and media.

conflicting issues proposed in the tourism bill.

Addressing the meeting, Honb'le Chair Mr Raj Kishor
Yadav said that the concerns will be addressed to support the
industry and bolster the business confidence. Likewise, Hon'ble
members Mr Uday SJB Rana and Mr Shishir Khanal also spoke
on the role played by hotel sector in national development and
expressed their commitment to play constructive role to address
the genuine concerns of the industry.



MR. VIKRAM SINGH, GM OF
ALOFT HOTEL SPEAKS ON
“PRESENT STATUS OF NEPAL
TOURISM”

Nepal’s tourism industry has experienced a series
of highs and lows over the past year. To offer a
broader perspective on the sector’s current status,
Mr. Vikram Singh, General Manager of Aloft Hotel,
shared his valuable insights. According to him,
Nepal’s tourism sector made a strong comeback in
2024, with international arrivals approaching pre-
pandemic levels. This recovery highlights the lasting
allure of the country’s stunning natural landscapes
and rich cultural heritage.

Despite this progress, the industry continues
to grapple with ongoing challenges related to
infrastructure, economic stability, safety concerns,
and environmental sustainability. Nepal has shown
remarkable resilience in the face of adversity,
ranging from the devastating 2015 earthquake to
the recent COVID-19 pandemic, but long-term
growth hinges on strategic action. Priority areas
include infrastructure development, diversification
of tourism offerings, stronger marketing, and an
overall enhancement of hospitality standards. A
notable concern is the sharp decline in American
governmental engagement, particularly following
the suspension of USAID activities, which has
harmed tourism. Nevertheless, organizations such
as the Nepal Tourism Board, PATA, HAN, NATTA,
and SKAL, along with the private sector, continue
to actively promote Nepal. However, shifting global
geopolitics and their associated challenges could
pose additional obstacles to the industry’s progress.

Challenges faced by the Nepali tourism
sector

Along with current geopolitical uncertainties, data from the first
quarter of 2025 indicates a decline in tourist arrivals compared
to the same period last year. The tourism sector continues to
grapple with several persistent challenges, including inadequate
destination management, pricing concerns, safety issues related
to domestic airlines, and broader infrastructure deficiencies.
One major hurdle is the limited global awareness of Nepal’s
diverse tourism potential; many international visitors still
associate the country primarily with casinos and Pashupatinath
Temple, overlooking its vast offerings in adventure, mountain
trekking, wellness, party tourism, and other emerging niche
markets. Furthermore, Nepal’s vibrant food and beverage
culture remains largely underrecognized on the global stage.
Gastronomic tourism has yet to gain significant traction among
international travelers, despite the country’s rich culinary
diversity and appeal.

Problems Overcome So Far

Over the years, Nepal has weathered several major challenges
that have significantly impacted its tourism sector, including
the devastating 2015 earthquake, ongoing political transitions,
and the global COVID-19 pandemic. Despite these setbacks,
the country has shown remarkable resilience. While some issues
persist, steady and continuous development across key areas
remains essential to ensure long-term growth and stability in
the tourism industry.

Key Areas Where Nepal Can Improve in
the Future

Nepal should prioritize enhancements in infrastructure,
safety, and destination management to support the sustainable
growth of its tourism sector. Robust and consistent marketing
is essential to showcase the country’s diverse offerings.
Maintaining a stable and investor-friendly policy environment
will further strengthen tourist confidence. Additionally,
workforce development through skill-based training can
significantly improve the quality of service delivery. Diversifying
tourism products beyond cultural heritage, such as adventure,
wellness, culinary, and luxury tourism, will help reposition
Nepal as a dynamic and globally competitive destination.
Promoting these experiences can elevate tourism as a leading
industry and drive long-term, inclusive growth.

Has Nepal fully recovered from the
COVID-19 pandemic?

While Nepal is nearing pre-pandemic levels in terms of tourist
arrivals, full recovery is still out of reach. A clear imbalance
exists between the current hotel inventory and the volume

of incoming tourists. Compared to pre-COVID times, there

is approximately a 35% increase in available room inventory,
which underscores the gap between supply and demand. This
overcapacity, coupled with lingering infrastructure and policy
challenges, indicates that significant efforts are still needed to
achieve a complete post-pandemic recovery.



Quality of the Hospitality Sector as
Nepal's Image

The quality of hospitality services plays a
crucial role in shaping Nepal’s global image
as a tourist destination. While the country’s
natural beauty and cultural heritage are

key attractions, subpar service can result in
disappointing visitor experiences, reduced
length of stay, and lower overall spending.
Enhancing hospitality standards through
better accommodations, professional
service, and customer care can increase
guest satisfaction, promote repeat visits, and
strengthen Nepal’s competitiveness in the
global tourism market. International hotel
brands have contributed meaningfully in this
regard by implementing best practices and
instilling greater confidence among foreign
travelers.

Other Sectors That Need Improvement

Beyond hospitality, several interconnected sectors require
development to elevate Nepal’s tourism experience.
Infrastructure remains a top concern, particularly in
transportation. Poor road conditions, frequent delays at
Tribhuvan International Airport, and unreliable domestic
connectivity hinder accessibility. Upgrading roads, airports,
and aircraft infrastructure is essential to improve overall
travel convenience. Additionally, expanding tourism offerings
beyond Kathmandu and other urban hubs, while strengthening
safety and security measures, will help attract a wider variety
of visitors. Environmental sustainability is another priority;
effective waste management and efforts to reduce air pollution
are vital to preserve Nepal’s natural charm. Lastly, targeted
marketing strategies focused on higher-spending tourists can
help increase revenue and support sustainable sector-wide
growth.

Beyond Adventure: What Else Can
Nepal Offer?

Although Nepal is globally recognized for

its adventure tourism, it also holds immense
potential as a destination for wellness and
relaxation. At present, the country lacks a
fully developed wellness industry, and many
existing offerings fall short of international
benchmarks. However, progress is being
made; resorts like Kavya in Nagarkot are
introducing more authentic, holistic wellness
experiences. By 2026, Nepal is expected to
have dedicated wellness resorts akin to those
in the Himalayas or around Pune, with a
focus on comprehensive mind-body wellness.
Tour operators like Kora Tours, SITA, and
&Beyond are already preparing to cater to this
emerging market. With unique natural assets,
including therapeutic oils sourced from
elevations above 8,000 feet, Nepal is well-
positioned to evolve into a premier global
wellness destination.

Current Workforce Meeting Today'’s
Standards

There has been notable progress in Nepal’s
tourism workforce in recent years. Many
professionals with degrees in Hospitality
Management (BHM) are now making significant
contributions in the four- and five-star hotel
sectors. These individuals bring valuable
experience and knowledge gained both
domestically and internationally, helping raise
service standards in line with global expectations.
To further strengthen the workforce, efforts

are underway to provide enhanced training
programs, promote international exposure, and
increase industry awareness. These initiatives are
essential for aligning Nepal’s hospitality services
with evolving global standards.

Nepal’s Potential in Other Tourism
Segments

Nepal remains an untapped goldmine for culinary, luxury, ed-
ucational, and medical tourism. Culinary tourism, for instance,
is a missed opportunity. Nepal boasts incredibly diverse regional
cuisines, such as Newar and Thakali dishes, which have yet to
be fully promoted internationally. In terms of luxury tourism,
the country currently caters mostly to mid-tier luxury travelers.
To elevate into the ultra-luxury market, substantial upgrades
in hotels, transport infrastructure, aviation services, and safety
standards are necessary.

Educational tourism also holds promise as Nepal’s rich
cultural and natural heritage offers compelling opportunities for
students, scholars, and researchers worldwide. Medical tour-
ism, while still in its infancy, could flourish with investments
in advanced infrastructure, high-quality healthcare facilities,
trained professionals, and reliable medical transport systems.
With interest from groups like SPA Wellness, the groundwork is
being laid, and within the next 3 to 5 years, Nepal could begin
emerging as a hub for both wellness and medical tourism.
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TOURIST ARRIVALS - APRIL
2025

Nepal welcomed 116,490 international visitors in April 2025,
reflecting sustained momentum in its tourism recovery. India
remained the dominant source market, contributing 25,933
arrivals, followed by the USA (10,053) and China (9,037).

The UK (6,738), Bangladesh (5,398), and Australia (5,319)

also showed strong performance, affirming the importance of
regional and long-haul travelers alike. Regionally, South Asia
(SAARC) accounted for the largest share with 33,899 visitors
(29.1%), underlining Nepal’s strong ties with its neighboring
countries. Europe followed with 30,249 arrivals (26%), while

the Americas brought in 12,775 visitors (11%), demonstrating
consistent interest from Western markets. Asia (excluding
SAARC) contributed 2,167 visitors (19%), and Oceania posted
6,023 arrivals (5.2%), led largely by Australian travelers. Smaller
but notable segments included the Middle East (3,504 arrivals)
and Africa (425 arrivals). These figures illustrate Nepal's growing
appeal across diverse markets. Continued engagement with high-
performing regions and tailored strategies for emerging ones will
be vital to sustaining this positive trend in the coming months.
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