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First Nepal Hospitality Day 2024

Hotel Association Nepal (HAN) organized First Nepal 
Hospitality Day on January 16, 2024 in Kathmandu. 

Nepal Hospitality Day was observed to mark the Inception 
Day of HAN, which was officially established 58 years ago 
on the same day. 
President Rt. Hon'ble Ram Chandra Poudel inaugurated 
the ceremony and launched Nepal Hotel  Year Book 2024, 
published specially for the occasion to highlight status, 
challenges and potential of the Nepalese Hotel Sector.
On the occasion Chief Guest Rt. Hon'ble President awarded 
HAN Hall of Fame to Past Presidents Mr. Shyam Bahadur 
Panday, Mr. Yogendra Sakya, Mr. Prakash Shrestha, Mr. 
Narendra Bajracharya, Mr. Prasidha Bahadur Panday and 
Immediate Past President Mrs. Shreejana Rana. Rt. Hon'ble 
President also made public cloud based E-learning Skill 
Development Training Package developed by HAN.
President Mr. Binayak Shah delivering Key Note Address 
presented detailed report on Status, Challenges and 
Potential of the Nepalese Hotel Sector on the occasion 
where as Welcome Address and Vote of Thanks were 
delivered by 1st Vice President Mr. Prabin Bahadur Panday 
and Secretary General Mr. Sajan Shakya respectively.
Chief Guest Rt. Hon'ble President 
also  inaugurated and inspected Nepal 
Heritage Food Fest 2024 hosted by HAN 
to celebrate First Nepal Hospitality Day.
More than 500 guests representing 
HAN Member Hotels & Resorts, Senior 
Government Officials, Heads of Tourism 
Fraternity, Diplomats, Media attended 
the program. President Mr. Binayak 
Shah announced on the occasion that 
HAN will organize Nepal Hospitality 
Day every year on 16 January to mark 
the inception day.

Nepal Heritage Food Fest 2024

After conclusion of the official program, HAN hosted Nepal 
Heritage Food Fest to celebrate Nepal Hospitality Day at 
Hotel Yak & Yeti. Heritage Food from all seven provinces 
were served to more than 500 local and foreign guests. 
President of Chefs Association Nepal Mr. Shyam Lama and 
team assisted in the preparations of Nepalese Heritage Food.



Glimpses of Nepal Hospitality Day 2024

Mr. Pranaya Panday receiving HAN Hall of Fame on behalf of 
Former President Mr. Shyam Bahadur Panday

Former President Mr. Yogendra Sakya receiving HAN Hall of Fame Former President Mr. Prakash Shrestha receiving HAN Hall of Fame

Former President Mr. Narendra Bajracharya receiving HAN Hall of Fame Former President Mr. Prasidha B. Panday receiving HAN Hall of Fame Immediate Past President Mrs. Shreejana Rana receiving 
HAN Hall of Fame



Rt. Hon’ble President Ram Chandra Poudel unvealing Nepal Hotel Yearbook 2024

Rt. Hon’ble President Ram Chandra Poudel receiving Token of Appreciation along with 
Palpali Karuwa from HAN President Mr. Binayak Shah



Celebrating Tradition: Nepal’s First Hospitality Day
A profound sense of joy and accomplishment fills my 
heart as we usher in the first-ever Hospitality Day in 
Nepal. This day is a celebration of the rich tradition 
of hospitality that has been nurtured and flourished 
through the initiatives of HAN. We take pride in being 
the custodians of this tradition, woven into the fabric of 
our culture and embedded in the ethos of our hospitality 
industry.

Reflecting on Progress: HAN’s Journey
While the roots of HAN were planted in 2022 BS, it 
officially gained recognition on Magh 2, 2023 BS, as 
per District Administration Office, Kathmandu. It is 
with great enthusiasm that we chose this auspicious day 
to mark Nepal Hospitality Day 2024, an occasion that 
will be etched in our calendar annually as HAN DAY. 
This serves as a testament to our commitment to not just 
commemorate the past but to forge ahead with renewed 
vigor.

Investment in Hospitality: A Pillar of Nepal’s 
Economy
The hospitality sector stands as the backbone of our 
tourism industry, illuminating the glory of our nation. 
Our sector boasts a net present market value investment 
exceeding a staggering 18 trillion, equivalent to the 
annual budget of Nepal. With over 10 thousand hotels 
providing employment to nearly a million individuals 
directly, indirectly, seasonally, and part-time, we 
project a contribution of over 8 percent to the GDP. 
Remarkably, the equation stands: 1 tourist equals 11 jobs 
created. Remittances, a cornerstone of our economy, are 
significantly bolstered by tourism-generated income. The 
sustainability and pro-people nature of this income create 
a synergy that positively impacts multiple stakeholders, 
sustaining the market chain.

Nepal’s Prospects: Gateway to South Asia
Nepal holds the potential to be the gateway to South 
Asia, much like Bali in Indonesia. We express 
our heartfelt gratitude to President Emeritus, Mr. 
Prabhakar S. JBR, and other past presidents for their 
invaluable contributions. It is their hard work that 
has paved the way for our present, and we remain 
grateful to all those who have steered the course of 
HAN. Currently, with a carrying capacity of over 
35 lakh tourists, we find ourselves operating at just 
one- third of our potential, with a mere one million 
tourists. This discrepancy highlights the urgent need for 
infrastructural improvements; two regional international 
airports in Pokhara and Bhairahawa and also the time-
bound completion of ongoing highway expansion 
works. Connectivity, roadways, and structures are 
not commensurate with the demands of our industry. 
We earnestly request that the government focus on 
developing the necessary infrastructure, as without 
it, tourism prosperity will remain an elusive dream 
and waste of opportunity that can harness for national 
prosperity.

Call for Action: Government and National Planning
An action plan, implementation, and a proper mechanism 
are imperative for growth. Government and national 
planning should be aligned, with coordination being 
pivotal. The establishment of proper laws, regulations, 
and campaigns will motivate investment, attract tourism, 
and usher in a boom for the industry.
Major mechanisms supporting tourism, such as the 
Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) and Nepal Airlines, need 
improvement. NTB must play a crucial role in branding 
Nepal, while Nepal Airlines should ensure smooth 
connectivity. The Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal 
(CAAN) should work towards linking us to Europe and 
the rest of the world. Their efficiency is paramount, as 
without it, the prospect of tourism prosperity dims.

Unleashing Nepal’s Potential: Marketing, Branding, 
and Confidence
Nepal has the potential to welcome five million tourists 
easily, primarily from the neighboring markets of India 
and China. We don’t need to look far; what we need is 
strategic marketing and branding. Most importantly, we 
must foster business confidence with trust and support 
from the government. This alone will instill a tourism-
centric feeling, giving the industry the boost it deserves.
(This is the President's Foreword excerpted from Nepal 
Hotel Year Book 2024)
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HAN Activities in 
Nutshell

- President Mr Binayak Shah 
attended as the Chief Guest at 
the special event organized by 
Chefs Association of Nepal on 
January 11, 2024 in Kathmandu.

- President Mr Binayak Shah 
presented need of Hospitality 
Sector at an interaction program 
of stakeholders on Sustainable 
Tourism for Economic Prosperity 
held in Dhulikhel organized by 
NTB-UNDP STLRP on January 
19, 2024.

- Treasurer Mr. Youb Raj Shrestha 
attended Certificate Distribution 
ceremony under ENSSURE 
Training Program in Itahari & 
Biratnagar on January 22, 2024. 
HAN Central Board Member 
Mr. Rajan Shrestha also attended 
the program.

- President Mr Binayak Shah 
presented HAN comments in 
the draft of Tourism Act 2080 on 
January 25, 2024.

- President Mr Binayak Shah on 
behalf of Tourism  Associations 
addressed Nepal Tourist Police 
annual program on January 26, 
2024 at Nepal Tourism Board. 

- President Mr Binayak Shah 
attended the inaugural program 
of Comprehensive Hospitality 
Training as the Chief Guest 
conducted under STLRP-HAN 
initiation at Khandbari, Koshi 
Province on January 28, 2024. 

- Secretary General Mr Sajan 
Shakya met with the Tourism 
Minister and handed over 
letter demanding appropriate 
measurers for NTB operation on 
January 28, 2024. 

- Secretary General Mr. Sajan 
Shakya attended and addressed 
the 'Closing Ceremony' of 
'Waiter-Waitress Training' as the 
chief guest held in Butwal on 
January 29, 2024. 

- President Mr Binayak  Shah 
presented status of Human 
Capital in Hospitality sector at 
the meeting  of Central Labour 
Advisory  Council chaired by 
Labour Minister at the Labour 
Ministry on January 31, 2024.

In January 2024, 79 thousand 100 
foreign tourists have entered Nepal 
by air. The arrival of tourists in the 
country has started to improve, 
which was ruined by COVID-19.
Among the arrivals in January, the 
highest number of foreign visitors 
were Indians. According to the 
Nepal Tourism Board, the next 
largest number is Chinese.
The number of tourists arriving in 
Nepal in January last year was 55 
thousand 74. Compared to January 
2023, 24 thousand 26 more foreign 
tourists have entered Nepal in the 

first month of 2024. In January 
2024, a maximum of 24,000 Indian 
tourists have entered Nepal. 
Chinese tourists entering Nepal 
in January is 7,267 The Americans 
occupy the third number with 
7 thousand 47. 4 thousand 619 
tourists from Thailand have entered, 
occupying the fourth number. 
The tourism sector has high 
expectations from Chinese tourists 
visiting Nepal. In January 2023, the 
total number of Chinese entering 
Nepal was 1,436. In January 2022 
that was a total of 321.

79 thousand tourists visited 
Nepal by air in January 2024

Video link :
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WuyRznGQcw


