SATKAR

Monthly E-Newsletter

April, 2026

HAN Interacts with Newly Appointed
Tourism Minister

Ajoint delegation of Tourism Associations
(TA) led by HAN President Binayak Shah,
met with the newly appointed Minister of
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation Hon.
Mr. Khadak Raj Paudel (Ganess) March
31,2026 at his office in Singhadurbar.

On the occasion, HAN President
submitted a letter of recommendations
and further highlighted the urgent need
for a clear Tourism Masterplan to fully
unlock the underlying potential of this
industry.

He also underscored the importance
of intensifying efforts to boost tourist

arrivals through improved connectivity
and the timely completion of construction
projects.

Likewise, HAN Senior VP Prabin B.
Panday and Secretary General Sajan
Shakya also raised major challenges
faced by the industry, urging prompt
intervention on legal and policy reforms
along with structural improvements, as
suggested.

At the meeting, NATTA President Kumar
Mani Thapaliya, TAAN President Sagar
Pandey and NMA President Phur Gelje
Sherpa also shared their key concerns.

Hotels Operate Far Below Capacity:

March Receives 120,516 Tourists

1% decline from March 2025
In March 2026, a total of 120,516 foreign
tourists arrived in Nepal. According to Nepal
Tourism Board, there has been a significant
increase in the number of tourists coming to
Nepal, especially from South Asia and other
Asian countries.
In March alone, 42,668 tourists came to Nepal
from SAARC countries, which is about 35
percent of the total arrivals. Of these, tourist
arrivals were highest from India at 25,728,
with Sri Lanka contributing 10,759 and
Bangladesh 4,676. However, hotel industry
currently has the capacity to serve more than
4 million tourists annually, yet the number of
tourist arrivals stands at only around 1.1 to
1.2 million annually.
This means that our hotels are operating at
roughly one-third of their capacity.
The low number of tourist arrivals has had
a direct impact on the hotel industry, with
many hotels struggling to fill their rooms.
Despite increased investment and expansion
in recent years, occupancy rates remain low,
making it difficult for properties to sustain
operations. This has affected revenue, limited
employment opportunities, and slowed the
overall growth of the sector. Hoteliers say
that without a strong rise in tourist numbers,
the industry will continue to face challenges
in maintaining stability and growth. If we
truly want our hotels to be full and thriving,
we must bring in many more tourists, and
there is no other way forward to sustain the
emerging hospitality sector.

NATHM BHM Topper to Receive
HAN President Medal

Speaking at the 53rd anniversary of NATHAM, HAN President
Mr. Binayak Shah, said that educational institutions have played 11 s S . m
a vital role in the growth of the tourism industry. He noted that |4 “Rlaha | = =
NATHAM has not only built a strong foundation for the sector . R F i :
but has also helped make it more professional and sustainable.

He said Nepal’s tourism industry has earned greater recognition
in the international market over the years. He added that
expanding global networks and the contribution of skilled
manpower have helped the country move closer to establishing
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a distinct identity in the global tourism ma

On the occasion, Mr Shah announced that Hotel Association
Nepal will award "HAN President Medal" for the top BHM
topper student to inspire and motivate students in the hospitality
sector.




HAN Trainings of the Month

*  Dhulikhel: Front Office
Operations in support of
ENSSURE Project on 5th April
2026

*  Pokhara : Interaction with
Gandaki Provincial Business
and Industry Stakeholders
Regarding SSC Initiatives in Toestay | Vet | Thursday | Friday
support of Nepal Vocational ' ;
Qualifications System
(CTEVT) on 3rd April 2026

* Chitwan, Sauraha: Technology
Driven Hospitality (AI) in
support of Sustai;Yable Tourism 205217 22 23 2401 75 1 26%
Project on 29th March 2026 27 28 29 30, S

*  Mahendranagar: Technology w - X e Assoclatm n Nepal (HAN)
Driven Hospitality (AI) in o Nt oo HotRosor
support of Sustainable Tourism s i
Project on 24th March 2026 g :
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April 15 to be Marked as
International Wellness Day

Nepal Tourism Promotion in Delhi
Nepal Wedding Destination
& OTAs Connect

I'HE Lali

The government will celebrate the first
International Wellness Day on April 15 with
a special program in Kathmandu.

At a discussion held at the Ministry of
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation,
HAN President Mr. Binayak Shah said the

day would be observed on a large scale. B2B Networking with

He stressed that Wellness Day should go Indian Travel & Tour Operators
beyond formalities and be PromOted as a Nepal Destination Promotion Evening Program
national Campaign_ Apeil 29, 2026 from lﬂ‘._ll.!.u.un';zrd-: A clhis ‘F_\un...lm;: \-.1}
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In this regard, HAN will organize a
special program to ensure the meaningful
observance of this historic day. The
association has planned an event to highlight
the importance of the day, particularly in the
hospitality sector. The program will include
panel discussions, presentations and expert
insights. Around one hundred participants T otk (a
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representing various hotel establishments . .F'nrbg‘r_fg of Nepal, New Detii (5245 Hotel Association Nepal — Supported by: é}‘
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are expected to attend the celebration.
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